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“There are so many job opportunities in Australia but we are asking 
ourselves, what is wrong with the system? We may just ask sometimes, is 
it race or what? (…) but if we are given an opportunity here in Australia we 
may build our life better rather than relying on Centrelink all the time. (…) 
We are perceived to be a community which is not interested in looking for 
work but we don’t have opportunities of getting a job. Many companies 
are not interested on us…”

Male, 42 y/o



“If you apply for the house to rent they [real state agencies] assess the 
income you have and if you are not working it might be difficult to get that 
property. (…) Second issue is that we live in group or extended family 
because that is part of our culture . . . most of the landlords think that if 
they allow large family to rent his property, then the property would be 
damaged . . . As a result of that majority of the families are rejected…”

Male, 32 y/o



“I came to this country for a better life, and I see some of my community 
people who don’t have that qualification. They’re working, so they’re 
having an income, but yet they’re not happy with what they’re doing. So I 
don’t want that. I want more”

Female, 21 y/o

“In Australia, the most important thing is education”

Male, 15 y/o



“It’s better to actually talk to someone. It’s not the same as reading it, 
because if you don’t really understand something somebody can explain it 
to you in a way that you understand. And a pamphlet doesn’t do that. It’s 
just ‘this is how it is’ and if you don’t understand it you can’t ask any 
questions. Who are you going to go and ask?”

Female, 23 y/o



“The first 6 months were very difficult. I 
always cried, even when I was praying and 
singing, because I was alone. I did not 
know anyone else in the community or 
anyone else, that is why I was always 
crying and thinking that if I was in 
Afghanistan that would be better because 
then I could contact other family members”

Adult female



“I  was  just  thinking  about  myself, I  
think  I’m  not  good  enough  for  my  
English  to  go  to  secondary  college...  I  
just  say  to myself  ‘they  don’t  have  to  
send  me’.  They  have  to  keep  me  here 
[at  the  English Language School] 
because if  they  send  me  to  secondary  
college  [I’m]  not  good  enough”

Male, 14 y/o



“Thank you so much for your government... 
because they have done a lot for us. I knew 
I was going to have peace and a new place 
where I am protected”

Adult female

“I went just to get, like, to buy a few things. I went to the counter and 
he’s like ‘empty your pockets’. I’m like, ‘Why?’ He’s like, ‘’cause you’re 
stealing.’ I just emptied my pockets, he checked me, and I had 
nothing. Then this other kid comes in, he was a white kid, but I’m not 
trying to be racist. He walks out and then just, beep, beep, beep and 
[he] starts running. I was pretty angry. I’m never going back”

Male, 17 y/o



“I don’t feel like ‘oh, if I get it, I’ll feel like an 
Australian or if I don’t get it, I won’t really 
feel like an Australian’. I mean, I still, like, I 
don’t even think about it sometimes. I even 
forget because like I get so many rights and 
just the same rights as everyone else…”

Female, 20 y/o

“…we feel like now we like, we’re Australian, 
you know? We don’t feel like—before, we 
don’t have citizenship, we’re like oh, any 
time, maybe, if anything happened, we’re 
not part of Australia, you know, maybe they 
just-. But now we’re citizen, we feel good, 
you know?”

Young female
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What can we do to ensure that a community of belonging can 
exist beyond a community of identity?




